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A Solemae League aad Covenant , {:r 
Reformation, and defence of |? ©. 


i 


g10n, the honour and happinefle ©: 
the King, and the Peace and Saf-ty 
of the three Kingdomes, Evnvland, 
Scotland, aad Ireland. ; 


\V E, Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Cittizens, Buy. 


geſſes, AMiniſters of the GoSpell, and Commons of all forts 
in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, ad Ireland, by the Provie 


ence of God Irving under one King,and being of one Reformed Religs. 


on, having before our eyes the glory of G 0d,and the advancement ofthe 
Kinodome of our Lord and Saviour leſus Chriſt the honour and hapa 
pineſſe of the Kings Majeftie, and His Poſterity , and the true pub- 
lick Libertie, Safety, and Peate of the Kingdoms wherein every 
ones private condition is included, and calling to mind the treacherom 
and bloudy plots, Conffiracies, Attempts,ard prattices of the Enemies 


of God againft the true Religion, and Profeſſors thereof in all places, © 


effecially in theſe three Kingaomes , ever ſince the Reformation of 
Religion, and how much their rage, power, and preſumption are of 
late, and at this tim» increaſed and exerciſed ; whereof the deplorable 
eftate of the Charch & Kingdom of lreland,the diſtreſſed eſtate of the 
Church and Kingdome of England , and the dangerous eftate of the 
Church and Kingaome of Scotland, are preſent and publick Teſt1mo- 
nies; We have now at laſt, ( after other meanes of ſupolication, Res 
monſtrance, Proteſtations, and ſufferings ) for the preſervation of ony 
ſelves and our Religion from utter rune and deftruftion, according 


' #0 the commendable prattice of theſe Ki-giomes in former times, and 


the examyle of Gods People in other Nations; after mature delibes 
ration reſolved and det-rmiaed to enter into a mutuall and /olemne 
Leapne and Covenant , wherein we all ſub/cribe, and eath one of 


for bimſelfe with our hands lifted up to the moſt high God,, des 


ſwear: 
| I: 
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x*Hat we ſhall ſincerely, really, and conſtantly, through the * 
Grace of Go1J, endeavour in our {cverall places and callings, + 
the preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the Church of ' 


Seotland, in Doarine, Worſhip, D:ſcipiine and Governmeanc, 
a2ainſt our common Enemics; The R-formation of Religion 
inthe Kingdoms of England ani /reland in DoArine, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government , according to the Word of God, and 
the example of the beſt reformed Churches: And fha3ll endeas 
vour to bring the Churches of God in the three King-omes , to 


the neareſt conjunction and uniformity in Religto-n , Confeſſion ' 
of Faith, Form of Church Government, DircAory for Worſhip 


and Catechjring, That we and our poſterity after us may as Bre» 


thren live in Faith and Love, andthe Lord may dclight to dwell. 


inthe mid(t of us, 
IE 


That we ſhall in like manner , without reſpe& of perſons, en- 


deavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, (thati: , Church Go. - 


vernment by Archbiſh»ps, Biſhops, their Chancellgurs and Coins 
miſfſaries, Deans, Dcans and Chapters, Archdeacons, and all 
other - Eccleſiaſtical] Officers depending on that Hierarchy } Su. 
<0 comry Hereſy, Schiſme, Profanenefle, and whatſoever (hall 


e found to be contrary to found DoArine, and the power of ' 


Godlineſle ; leſt we partake in other mens ſinnes, and thereby be 
indanger to reccive of their plagues , and thatthe Lord may be 
one, and his Name one-inthethrec Kingdomes, 


75 


We ſhall withthe ſame ſincerity , reality and conſtancy , in our 
ſ-yerall Vocations, endeavour with our cltates and tives, mu-ual- 


ly co preſerve rhe Rights and Priviledges of the Parijaments, and 


the Li>ertics of the Kinzdomnes, and to preſerve and detend the 
Kings Majeſtics perſon and authority, in the pretervation and de- 
fence of the true Religion, and Libercics of rhe Kingdomes ; that 
the world may bear wicnefle with our conſcicaces of our Loyal- 
ty ,and that we have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh His 
Majcſticsjuſt power and greatacfic. - | 


We 
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We ſhall alſo with all faichfulnefſe endeavour the diſcovery 
of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be Incendiaries, Malignants, or 
evill Inſtramenrs, by hindring the Reformation of Religion , divi> 
ding the King from his people, or one of the Kingdomes from 
another, or makiag any faction or parties amongſt the people, con» ' 
trary to this League and Covenant, that they may be brought to 
publick trial], and receive condigne puniſhment , as the degree 
of their offences ſhall require or deſ-rve , or the ſupream Judica» 
tories of both Kingdomes reipeQively , or others haviag power 
from them for that cff<, ſhall judge convenient, | 


V. 

And whereas the happineſle of a blefſed Peace between theſe 
Kingdomes, denicd in former times ty our progenitors, is by 
he good providence of God granted unto us, and hath beene 
lately concluded; and ſertted by both Parliaments, we ſhall each 
one of us, according to our place andintereſt endeavour that they 
may remaine conJoyned ina firme Peace and Vnionto all poſteri= 


ty; And that juſtice may be done upon the wilfull oppolets' 
thereof, in manner expreſſed inthe precedent Articles, 


VI. 


We ſhall alſo according to our places and callings in this coms 
mon cauſe of Religion, Liberty and Peace of the Kingdomes, af- 
fiſt and defend all thoſe that entcr into this League and Cove. 
nant, in the mainraining and purſuing thereof , and ſhall nor ſuf- 
fer our {Ives direRly or indireAly by whatſoever combination, 
perſwaſfion or terrour to be divided and withdrawn from this 
bleſſed Vnior and Conjuntio.1, whether to make defetion to rhe 
contrary part, or to give our ſelves oa deteſiable indifferencie or 
neutrality in this cauſe, - which ſo much concerneth the glory of 
God, the good of the Kingdoms and the, honour of the King; 
but ſhall all the daies of ourlives z:alaufty and conſtantly con- 
tinuetherein,againſta}l oppoſition,and promotethe ſame according 
tour power, againſt all lers and impediments wharſoever ; and 
thacweare not able our ſelves to ſuppreſſc or overcome, we ſhall 

A 3 ©: | reveal 


reveal and make known, that it may be timely prevented or remo: 
ved; All which we ſhall doe asin the {ight of God, | 


And becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many fianes and prove- 
cations againſt God, and bas Son Jeſus Chriſt, av 15 too manifeſt by our 
preſent diſtreſſes and dangers the fruits thereof ; We profeſſe and dee 
clare before God and the world, our unfained defire to be humbled for 
our own ſins, arid for the fins of theſe Kingdoms , eſpecially that 
we have not 4s we ought, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the GoFpell, 
that we have not laboured for the purity and power thereof, and that 
we have not endeavoured to receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor to walke 
worthy of him in our lives , which are the canſts of other ſinnes and 
tranſgreſſions ſo much abounding amongſt us; e And onr true and un- 
fained purpoſe deſire, and endeavonr for our ſelves, and all others wun- 
der our power avd charge,both iu publick andin private , in all duties 
we owe to God and man, to amend onr lives, and each one to goe before 
another in the example of a realt Reformation, that the Lord may turn 
Away his wrath and heavy indignation , and eſtabliſh theſe Chmrches 
and Kingdoms in truth and peace, And this Covenant we make in 
thepreſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all hearts , with a true 
intention to performe the ſams, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day, 


when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhalt be diſeloſed. Moſt humbly beſeech, 


xg the Lord to ftrengthen 1 by bis holy Ffirit for thus end, and to bleſſe © 


eur deſires and proceedings with ſuch ſucceſſe , as may be deliverance 
and ſafety to hu people, encouragement to other (hriſtian Churches 
groaning vnder, or in danger of the yoak- of Antichriſtian tyrannie, to 
joyn 5n the ſame, or like Aſſociation and ( ovenant, tothe glory of God, 
the enlargement of the Kingaome of Jeſms Chriſt , an! the peace and 
tranquillity of Chriſtian Kingdoms and Commenewealths, 


RF 
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The Negative Oach. 


A. B. Doe ſweare from my heart , that I 

will not direaly, nor indirettly, adhere un- 
fo, or willingly affiſt the King in thu Warre, 
or in this (auſe, againſt the Parliament , nor 
any Forces raiſed without the conſent of 
the two Houſes of Parliament, in this ( anſe 
or Warre: eAnd [doe likewiſe ſweare, that 
my comming and ſubmitting my ſelfe under 
the Power and Proteftion of the Parlia- 


5&0 


ment, t without any manner of Defigne__ 


whatſoever , to the prejudice of the procee- 


dings of this preſent Parliament, and with- 


out the direction , privity, or advice of the 
King or any of bus Councell, or Officers, 
other then what [ have now made knowne. 
$9 belpe me God, and the contents of this 
Book. 


Rea. 
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Reaſons why the Umverjity of Oxford 


cannot ſubmit to the Covenant, the N(c- 
gatrve Oath, the Ordinance concerning 
"Diſcipline and Direfory, mentioned in 
the lare Ordinance of Parhament for 
the Viſitation of that place. 


Hzreas by an Ordinanceof the Lords & Com. 
mons Aſſembled in Parliament, for the Viſita» 
tion & Reformation of the Vniverſity of Ox= 
ford ately publiſhed, power is giventocertain 
perſons therein named as Y5fitors , to enquicr 
concerning thoſe of the ſid Vniverſity that negle& to take 
the Solemne League and Covenant , and the Negative Oath being 
tendred unto thcm , and likewiſe concerning thoſe that op» 
poſe the cxecution of the Ordinances of Parliament concerning 
the Diſcipline and Direfory , or ſhall not promore or cauſe the 
ſame to be put in execution according to their ſeverall places and 
callings, We the Mafters, Schollars, and other Officers and Mem= 
bers of the ſaid Vniverſity, not to judge the Conſciences of others, 
but to clear our ſelves before God and the world from all ſafe 
picion of Obltinacie , whilft we diſcharge our own, preſent to 
conſideration the true reaſons of our preſent judgment concer= 
ning the ſaid Covenant, Oath, and Ordinances : ExpeRing fo 
much 7«ſtice , and hoping fer ſo much Charity, as either not to 
be preſſed roconforme ro what is required in any the premiſſes, 
forther then our preſent judgements will warrant us; or not con- 
demned for refuſing foto do, without cleare and reall ſatisfaction . 
given toour Juſt ſcruples. 


25. 3 * M.-C ES 
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ory . 


$&. 1. 
Of the Prefaceto the Covenant, 


FE exceptions againſt the Introdyory Preface to the Cove» * 


nant although we inſiſt not much upon, becauſe it may be 

ſaid ro be nopart of the Covenant : yet among the things there-= 

in contained,the acknowledgment whereof is implicitcly requi- 
redof every Covenanter. 

I. Weare not able toifay, that the rage, power, and preſumption 


of the enemies of God (in the ſenſc there intended ) #s at rhes © 


timeincreaſed, 


2. Norcan tiulyaffirm,that wehad uſed or given conſent to ' 


ay Swpplication or Remonſtrance tothe purpoſes therein ex- 
prefled, 


preſerve our ſelves ard owr Religion from Ruine and deftrnitt- 


0N, 


praftice of theſe Kingdomes, or the example of Geas people in 
other Natiovs, When we find not the leaſt foot-ſtep in our 
Hiſtories ofa ſworne Covenantevecrentred into by the peo. 


canteadily remember any commendable example of the ke 
done in any other Nation 2 bur are rather tald by the defen- 


fa) Suchan ders of this( a)Covenant, that the World never ſaw the like 


Oath, as for before, 
matter, per- 


Jorns, and other CircumFances, the like hath not been in any age or Oath we vead © 


g ſacredor baumane fories, M, Nye, Covenant with Natrative, Pag. 12. 


Sea. 2; 
Of the Covenant wn groſſe. 


- 


[rſt, weare not ſatisfied, how we can ſubmit tothe takine there. 

of, asit is now impoſed under a penalty. 
1. Such impoſi:ion (co our ſeeming) being repugaant tothe 
nature 


2.. Nor do we conceive theentring into ſuch a mutuall League 
and.Covenant,.to be alawfull,proper,and probable meanes to ' 


4. Nor can believe ths ſame to be according to the commendable = 


pleof this Kingdome upon any occaſion whatſoever ; ncr | 


. 
CE NN 


(3) 

. mature of a Covenant : which being a Contra implycth: a 
(a ) voluntary mutual conſent of the ContraQtors, whereun- (a) PatZum 
ro men are to be in-uced by perfwaſtons, not compelled by eff drorum 

ower. Into much that the very words of this Covenant in pluriz:mve 

the Preface , Concluſion , and whole Frame thereof runne # idem pla-. 
- in fuch a f-rme throughout , as import a conſent rather-ciram con- 
grounded upon prudentiall motives , then extorted by Ri- /en/ws, L.r. 
our, {.de Pactis. 
- 2+ Without betraying the Liberty , which by our Proteſtation 

we arebound, 8nd in the th1d Article of this Covenant mult 

ſweare, with our lives and fortures to preſerve. To which Li- 

berty the impoſition ofa new Oath, other then is eſtabliſhed by 
AQ of Parliament, is exprefſed in th» ( b) Petition of Right, & by (b)whereas 
the Lords and Commons in their( c ) Declarations acknows many of the? 


ledged to be comrary. have had an 
oath admins» 


;ftred nnto them not warrantable by the Lawes and Statates of this Realm, They 
. do humbly pray that no man hereafter be compelled to take ſuch anoath, --« All 
which they moſt bumbly pray--- as their Rights and Liberties according to the 


Lawes and Statntes of this Realm, Petii.ot Right, 3. Carol. (c) It js Declared 
I6, Jan. 1642, That the King cannot compellmen to be ſworn without an Aft 


_ of Parliament,” Exat ColleR. pag. 859. 860. 


3. Without acknowledegeing inthe impoſers, a greater power 
then, for obgtit tharappeareth'to us, hath been in formet time 
challengedz Or can conſiſt with cur former Proteſtation (if we 
rizhtly underſtand it) in ſundry the moſt materiall branches 
thereof. | 

N. ither, ſecondly, are we ſatisfied; althoughthe Covenant ſhould 

not be impoſed on usatall, but only recommended tous, andthen 
lett to our choice; 

1, How we ſhouldin wifedome anJ Dary (being SubjctsYof 
our own accord and free will enter into a Covenant, where- 
in He, whoſe: Subjz&s we are, is in any wiſe concerned, 
without His conſent , either expreſſed or reafonably preſum- 
ed. Itbeing in his power (as we conceive) by the equicy 
of the Lzw, Namb, 39. to annulland make voyd the fame 


at his pleaſure, 


B 2 2, How 


—— 
1] 2. How we can {now that His Majeſty hathby His publique © 


(d) Pro- (d) /nterdift ſufficiently made known His pleaſure in that 
clam, of 9, behalfe ) entgr into a Covenant , the taking whereot be hath 
Ofeb, 19. exprefly forbidden; without forteiting that Obedience, which 
(ar, (as weare perſwaded) by our natural Allegiance and former 


Oathes we owe unto all ſuch His Majcſties Commands,as are 
not in our apprehenſions repugnant tothe will of God, or the 
poſitive Lawes of this Kingdom, 


6.417, 
Of the firſt Article of the Covenant. 


'Þ "Ne V Herein, firſt, we are not ſatisfied, how we can with judg- ' 


PID 24 ee — 
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a boi eater > 
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ment {wear to endeavour to preſerve the Religion of a= 
nother Kingd omeg | 
| x, Whereot, as it doth not concern us to have very mucb, ſo 
| we profeſle to have very little unterſtanding: 
| 3. Which (to farreas the occurrents of theſe unhappy times 
have brought it to our knowledge, and we are able to judge) 
is in three of the foure ſpecified particulars, viz. #or/hip, 
Dsiſripline, and Government, much worſe; andin the fourth 
( that of Do#&rinxe ) not at all better then our own ; which - 
w_ are in. the next paſſage of 'the Article required to re- 
orm. 
3. Wherein if hereafter we ſhall find any thing (as upon far» 
cher underſtanding thereof it is not impoſſible we may ) that 
h | may ſeem ts us ſavouring of Popery, Superſtition , Herefie, 
| ot Schiſme,or contrary to ſound dottrine , or the power of goali- 
eſſe ; we ſhall bebound by the next Article to endeavour the 
extirpation,after we have bound our (clyes by this fiſt Article 
tothe preſervation thereof. 
4- Wherein we already find ſome things ( toour thinking ) 
| (a) viz. i» ſofarre tending towards ( a) Superſtition and ( b ) Schi/me, - 
'  aeconnting that it ſeemeth to us more reaſonable that we ſhould call 
Biſhops An- * 


| tichriſtian, and indifferent (ceremonies unlawful, ( b) viz. in making their di/ci- 


pline and government a mark: of the true Church , andthe ſetting up thereof 1he 
erefling of the throne of {brift 


Iz upon 


(5) 
Y uponthery to reform the ſame , then'that they ſhould 6all 
upon us to preſerve it, ; 
I Secondly , weare not ſatisfied inthenext branch, concerning 2 
| the Reformation of Reljgion in our own Kingdome , in Dofrine, 
| worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government ; How wecan ſwearto en- 
8 deavour the ime, which (without making achange therein) can- 
not be done, 
F 1- Without manifeſt /candall to the Papift and Separatiſt, 
| | I. By yeelding thecauſe , which our godly Biſhops and Mar- 
tyrs, 2nd all our learned Divines ever ſince the Reformation 
have both by their writings and ſufferings maintained ; who 
have juſtified, againſt them both, the Religion eſtabliſhed in 
\- the Church of E»gland to be agreeable to the word of 
of 2 GoJ, 
2. By juſtifying the Papiſts in the reproaches and ſcore by 
them caſt upon our Religion , whoſe uſuall objeRtion it haih 
been and is, that we know not what our Retigion is; that 
fince we lefc them, we cannot tel] where to ſtay ; ard that 
our Religion is a ( © ) Parliamentary Religion, (c) Let wu 
| not be blam. 
ed if we call it Parliament Religion , Parliament Goſpel, Parliament Faith, 
Harding Confut.of Apology part 6, Cap. 2.s 


3- By a tacice acknowledgment that there is ſomething both 
in the dorine and worſhip , whercunto their conformity 
hath been required, not agreeable to the Word of God; and 
conſequently juſtifying them both, the one in his Recuſancy, 
the "other in his Separation. ns 

4. By an implied Confeſſion , that the Lawes formerly made 
againſt Papiſts in this Kingdome, andall ptniſhments by vir- 

(} rue thereof inflited upon them, were anjult 3 in puniſhing 

* them for refuſing to joyne with us inthat forme of Wor= 

ſhip , whichour ſelves / as well asthey ) doe not approve 
of. Cle 
2. Without manifeſt wrong unto onr ſelves , our Conſciences, 

Reputation and Eſtaces ;1n bearing falſe wirneſſe againſtour ſelyes, 

and ſundry other wayes by ſwearing to endeavour to reforme 

thar, as corrupt and vitious, 


*a 


B 3 1. Which 


q 
; 
| 

l 


og - 
roo OT 


(6) 
7. Which we have formerly by our Perſonall Subſeriptions 
| om » As agreeable to Gods Word : and have not been 
1nce either condemned by our owne hearts for ſodoing , or 
convinecd inour judgments by any of our Brethren that there- 
_ inwedid amiflc. ; 1 
2, Which in our Conſciences weare perſwaded, nor to be in 
any of the four ſpecified particulars , (as it (tandeth by Law 
eltablithed ) mach lefk inthe whole foure, againit the Word 
__ of God, © a 
3- Which we verily beleive (and, as we think upon goad 
grounds )to be in ſundry reſpe&ts much becter and more agr: e- 
able to the Word of God, and the practice of the Carho1:que 
Church, then that which we ſhould by the tormer words of 
this Articie ſweare to preſerve. 
(d) Strat, 4 Whereunco the(d )JLawsyerinfcrce requireof all inch Clerks 
I 3. Eliz, as ſhall be admitted toany Benefice, rhe fignificacion of their 
RC -- hearty afſenr, to be artcſted openly 1:1 the time of Divine 
Service bcfare the whole congregation there prefer t, within 
a limiced time, and thatunder painc (upon defauit made) of 
the loſle of every ſuch B-ncfice, 
3. Without manifeft danger of Perjury : This branch of the 
Article ( to our belt enderitandings ) ſcemmgdirealy contra» 
I : 
f z. Toour former ſolemne Proteſtation, which wehave bound 
our ſelves neither for hope, feare, or orher reſpe ever tore. 
linquiſh, Wherein the DoRrine which we have vowed to 
maintain, by rhe name of the Tr#e Proteſtant Religion, ex 
preſſed in the Doftrine of the Chnrch of England, wc take to 
be the ſame which now we are required to endeavour to Tre- 
formand alter. 
'3. To the OathofSypremacy, by us alſo taken, according to 
" the Lawes of the Rezim, 2nd the Statures of our Vniverlity 
in that behalfe. Wherein having firſt teſtified and Declared 
inour Conſciences, that the Kings Highneſſe # the only [u« 
preme Governour of thu Real/me.,we do atter ſwear ro onr pows 
er to aſſiſt and defend all JuriſarHions, Priviledges, Prehemi- 
mences , and Anthorities granted or belonging to the Kings. 


 Highneſſe, Hi Heirs, and Succeſſors, or united and annexed - 
t7e 


TP] | 

the Imperial Crown of this Realm, One of which Privi- 

leges and Preheminences, by an expreſle Statute ſo annexed, 

and that even #» termins, intte lelf-ſame words in a man- 

ner with thoſe uſed in the Oath , is the whole power of Spi- 

ritual] or Eccicſiaſtica}] Juri(di&ion,for the correAion and re 

formation of al] minner of errors and abuſes i» watters Eccle- | 

fiaſticall ; as by the ( e ) words of the ſaid Statute more at (e) Such | 

large appeareth. The Oath affording the Propoſition, and Furiſdifti- 

the Statute the Aſſamption, we find no way how to avoid hrs 

the (oncluſion. | ha y 
periorities and preheminences Spirituall and Ecclefiaſticall, as by any .e5c. for the 
Viſitation of the Ecclefiaſticall State and Perſons, and for reformation , order and 
correfion of the ſame, and of all manner of errors,herefies ſchiſms,abuſes,offences, 
centempts and enormities , ſhall for ever by authority of this preſent Parliament 
be united and annexed to the Imperiall (rown of this Realm: An Act rclioring . 
to the Crown the ancient IuriſdzRtion, &c. x, Elizab, I. 


S$, IV... 
Of the Second Arniele of the Covenant 


Irſt, it cannot but aff: & us with ſome greife and Amazement, 
 toſee that ancient form of Church-Goverument , which we 
heartily ( and, as we hope', worthily ) honour z as under which 
our Religion was at firſt ſo orderly, without violence or tumalt, 
and ſo happily , reformed ; and hath fince fo long flouriſhed with / 
Truth and Peace , to the honour and happinefſe of our owne, and 
the envy. and admiration of other Nations , not only 
I. Endeavcured-to be extirpated ; without any reaſon offer« 
cd to our underitandings, for which it ſhould be thcuzhe 
neceſſary , or but ſo much as expedient ſoto doe, Bural- 
FA iis fs 
2, Ranked with Popery, Swperſtition , Herefie , Sehiſm and 
Prophaneſſe; which weunfainedly profeſſe cur felves to de= 
reſt as much as any others whatſoever. . 
3. And that with ſome intimationalſo, as if that Government | 
- -were fame way or ther fo contrary to ſound doFfrine , or the 
power tra | 
the 


| / 

| 

; 
[| 

» 
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' the extirpation thereof mult of neceffiry partake mnother 

wens ſins, which we cannot yet be perſwaded to belicve. 
4. And wedeſireit may be conſidered, incaſea Covenant of 
like forme ſhould be tender'd to the Citizens of L-ndos, 
whercin they ſhould be required ro ſweare, they would ſin» 
ecrely,really and conſtantly without reſpet of perſons, en- 
deavourthe extirpation of Treaſon, the (ity Government [by 
2 Lord Major, Aidermen, Sheriff:zs, Common- Councell and 
other officers depending thereon) Afmriher, Adultery, 
Theft, Coſenagez and whatſoever ſhall be,.— &c. leſt they 

| ſhould partake in other mens ſinnes; \wheth=r ſuch atendry 
could be looked upon by any Citizen, that had che leaſt ſpirit 
of freedome in him,as an atof Iluſtice, Meckneſſe and Rea- 
fon? 

Secondly, for Epiſcopall Government; we are not fatisficd 
how we can witha good Conſcience ſweare to endeavour the ex» 
tirpation thereof, 1, in re#Fetft of the thing it [elfe. Concer» 
ning whichgovernment 

x. wee think wee. have reaſon to believe, | 

x1. That it is (if not Fre divine in the ſtriftelt ſenſe, that is to 
fay.exprefiely commanded by God in his Word, yet) of 
Apoſtolicall [nftitution,rthat is toſay, was eſtabliſhed in the 
Churches by che Apoſtles, according to the mind and after 
the example of their Maſter 7/4 Chriſt, and that by virtue 
of their ordinary power and authority derived from him, as 
depured by him Governors of his Church, 

2. Oratleaſt, that Epiſcopal Ariſtocracy hath a fairer preten- 

 fion.and may lay a juſtertit]2 and claim ro adivine in!titution 

thenany of the other forms of Church-Governmeat can do; 

all which yer do pretend thereunto,vss. that of the Papal/ 
Monarchy, that of the Presbyterian Democracy, and that 
of the /ndependents by particular Congregations,or Gathered 
Ehurches. | 

3. But we are afſared by the undonbred teſtimony of Ancient 
Records and Jater Hiſtories, that this forme of Government 
hath been continued with ſuch an Vniverſall,Vninterrupted, Vn- 
queſtioned ſuceeſſion in all the Churches of God, and in all King» 
doms that have been called Chriſtian throughout the whole 

world 


(9) 
. yorld for fifteen hundred years together; that therenever was 

mall that time any conſiderable oppoſitien made there againſt, 

That of efer54 was the greateſt, wherein yet there was little of 
conlideration, beſide theſe two things : that ir grew at the firſt 

but out of diſcontent; and gained him at the laſt but the reputa» 

tion of an Heretique, From which Antiquity and continuance, 

we por iy juſt cauſe to feare , that to endeavour the extirpation 

thereof, 

'r, Would give ſuch advantage to the Papiſts, who uſually 
objeRagainlt us,and our Religion, the contempt of antiqui. 

ry, and the love of novelty, that we ſhould not be able to 

* wipeofftheaſperſion, 

2. Would fo diminiſhthe juſt Authoriey due to the conſenti, 

ent judgement and prattice of the unjverſall Church ( the 

; beſt interpreter of Scripture in things not clearly expreſt ; 

for Lex currit cam praxs: ) thatwithout it we ſhouldbe ar 
a lofle in ſundry points bothof Faith and Manners , atthis 
day firmly believedand ſecurely practiſed by us ; when by 
the Socinians, Anabapriſts , and other SeRaries we ſhould be 
. called upon for our proofes, As namely, ſundry- Orthodoxall 
explicarions concerning : the Trinity and Co-equality of the 
Perſons in the God-head, againſt the Arjans and other Hee 
retiques; the nuinber , uſe and efficacy of Sacraments ; the 
Baptiſing of Infants; Nationall Churches ; the obſervation 
of the Lords Day ; -and even the Canon of Scripture it 
ſelte, 

"Thirdly, reef of our ſelves, Wwe are not ſatisfied how it 31 

can ſtand with theprinciples of Juſtice, Ingenmity , and Humanity, * 
rorequire the extirpation of Epiſcopall Government ( unleſle ig 

had been firſt clearly demonſtratedto be unlawfull) tobe ſincere- 
Tyand really endeavoured, by us, | 

'* 2+ Whohaveall of us, that have taken any Degree, . by ſubſcri- 

" bing the 39, Articles, teſtified our approbation of that Go. 
vernment: one of thoſe (a) Articles affirming the 'very, Book (a) Art.36. 
containing the form of #heir (ouſecration to contain in it no» 
thing contrary to the word of Gcd. 

2. Whohave moſt of us (viz. asmany as have entred intothe 

' Miniſtery:) received Orders from their hands: whom we 
| & ſhould 


--—- Y 
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| (10). 
Ffxonld very ill requite forlaying their hands upon vs, if we” 
ſhonld now lay to cur hands to root themup, and cannot tell 
for what.  - 


3. Whohave ſundry of us, fince the beginning of this Parlia- 


ment,ſubſcribed our names to Petitions exhibited or intends 
ed tobe exhibited to that High! Court, for the continuance 
of that Government, Which as we then did ſincerely and 
really, ſo we ſhould with like ſincerity and reality, till (nor 
having met with anything ſ(incero ſhew us our errour) be 
ready codoe the fameagaine, if wehad the ſame hopes we 
then had of the reception of fuch Petitions. 


4.Who hold ſome of us our livelyhood , either in whole or 


in part, by thoſe titles of Deaves, Deanes aud Chapters, et. 
mentioned in the Articles ; being members of ſome Colle- 
giate or Cathedral Churches. And our memories will not 
readily ſerve us with' an example in'this kind fince the 
world' began; wherein any ſtate or profeſſion of men, 
though convicted (as we arenot ) of a crime that might 
deſerve deprivation , were required to bind themſelves by 
oath, ſincerely and really te endeavour the rooting out of 
that (in it ſelfe not unlawfull ). together wherewith they 
_ alſo root one themſelves, their cſtates and lively- - 
$6 - 


5-Eſpecially it being uſuall in moſt of the faid Chirches, that 


ſuachperſonsas are admitted members thereof , have a per- 
ſomal] Oath adminiſtred unto them; to maintain the Ho- 
nour, Immunities, Liberties , and profits of the ſame ; and 
whileſt they live to ſeek the good, and not to doe any thing © 
cothe hurt, hinderance, or prejudice thereof; or in other - 
words tothelike effeR. 


Fourthly, i refpef7 of the (hurch of England: we are not ſatis< 
fied how we can ſwear to endeavour the extirpation of the 'cſta- 
bliſhed Government, no neceſſity or juſt Cauſe 'of fo doing, 
= offering it ſelfe, . or being . offered to our underſtan- 
ang. 

LeSinceall changeof Government unayoidably bringeth with - 

- It; baſides thoſe tharare preſent andevident, ſundry other 


inconyenienees, whichno witof man-can poſſibly foreſee 
| | to 


; #24, wy Wn, be _—__ 
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tm) 
- -;toprovide againſt, till late experience diſcover them# We 
cannot be ſure, that the evils. which may enſae'upon the 
change of this Government , (which hath been of fo Io 
continuance in this Kingdome, is ſo deepely reoted inthe 
Lawes thereof, and hath fo near a conjunftion with, and fo 
ſtrong an influence upon the Civill State and Government, 
as thar the change thereof muſt inferre the neceſſity of a great 
alteration to be made in the other alſo,)) may not be grea- 
ter then the ſuppoſed evills: whatſoever they are, which by , 
this change are ſought ro- be remedied. 'For there are not 
yer any come to our knowledge pf that deſperate nature, 
as not to be capable of other remedy, then the- utter EXLTPa-: (b) «-- give 
tion of the whole Government ic ſelfe. advantage 
2.Wuhereas the -Houſe of Commons have (Þ) remonſtrared zo this Mn 
that it was farre from their - purpoſe or deſire ro abohfe the lignant i 
Charch- Government , but rather that all the members of the Parry. to \. + 
Churchof England ſhould be regulated by ſuch Rules of Order traduce 0wp 
and Diſcipline as are eftabliſhed by P arliament , and that it was Proceeds 
Malignancy ts snfuſe into the People that they had any other 5nge,7hey 
meaning: We are loth by conſenting to the ſecond Article: infuſe into 
to become guilty of ſuch #f//on , as may bringus within zhe: people 
the compaſſe and danger of the fourth Article of this Co-.cthar we 


Venanr. ; | p 42.10 go 
;boltſh all Charch- Government. —Remonſt. 15-Dec. 1641 'Exa@:ColleR. pag. 


19. The Lords and Commons doe declare , T hat they intend.a due and neceſſary 
Reformation of the Government and Liturg,y of the Church, and to take aWAay 10» 
thing sn the oneor m the other, but what ſhall beevilt, and juſtly offenſive, oy at 
4 oeumcſers and burthenſome, Declar.g.Apr., 1642,ExaQt Coll. p, 135, 


' 3. Since it hath been deelared by ſandry (c) Aft of Parlia- (c) statas, 
ment, That the holy Church of England was founded in the of Carlile 
fate of Prelacy within the Realm of England: We dare not a, 
by endeavouring the cxtirpation of Prelacy, ſtrike atthe x, y yergs 
very foundation, and thereby Cas much ae in uslyeth) co- ted 25.E.3. 
operate towards the ruine of this Famous Church ; whic | 
inall conſcience and duty we are bound with ourutmeſt law» 
full vower touphold. ; 

. Laſtly, in reef of onr Ob/igations to His Majeſty by our —_ 3 

' C-3 an 


wt > 


and Oathes: we atc not ſatisfied how wecan ſwear to endeayour ' 
the extirpation of the Church-Government by Law citabliſhed, - 
without forfeiture of thoſe Obligations, 

I, Having in the Oath of Supremacy acknowledged the King 
tobe the only ſupreare Governour in all Eccleſiaſtical Can- 
ſes, and over aft Eccleſiaſticall Perſons; and having bound 
our ſelves both in that Oath, and by our Prote(tation, Ts * 
maintain the Kings Honour, Eſtate, Inriſdiftzous, and 31l mans» 
ner of Rights: iti cleareto our underſtandings, that we 
cannot without diſloyalty and injury to Him, and double 
Perjary to our ſelves, rake upon us witkout his conſent to | 
make any alceration in the Ecclefiaſticall Lawes or Go« 
verninent , much lefſe ro endeavour the extirpation thereof: | 

| Valeſſe the impclers of this Covenant had a power and 
(dT hey in- meaning ( which they have openly (d} diiclaimed) to ab. 


oth ſolve us of that Obedience, which under God we owe unto 
+ rage His Majeſty, whom-they know to be entruſted with the 
a Ecclcfialticall Law. 


- 


to leave every man to hu own fancy --e abſolving him of that Obedience which he 
ewes der God nnto His Majeſty, whom we know tobe entruſted with the Eccle- 
frafticall Law, as well as with the Temporall, Exa@ Colle,ubiſup.p.19. 


2.We cannot ſincerely and really endeavour the extirpation 

of this Government, wichout a ſincere defire and real en- 

deavour, that His Majeſty would grant His Royal] Aﬀent 

to ſuch extirpation. Which we are fo farre from deſiring and 

endeavouring, that wehold it our bounden duty by cur dai- 

ly prayers to bcgge at the hands of Almighty God, that be 

would not for our ſinnes ſuffer the King to doe an a fo pre- 

(e)That he judiciall to his honour and conſcience, as to conſent to the 
will grant, rooting cut of that cſtate , which by ſo many branches of 
keep con» his (e) Coronation Oath , he hath inſucha folemne manner 


firm the Laws (uſtoms.s- Franchiſes granted to the Clergy by the glorious King 
S. Edward. Ar that be will grant and preſerve untothe Biſhops, ani tothe 
Churches committed to their charge, all Canonical Priviledger and due Law ar 
Juſtice, and that he will proteft and defend them, as every good King tn his Kings 
dome ought to be Proteflor and Defender of the Biſhops aud th: Churches under 
their Government, Vide ExaRt Coil,p.290, 291. 


ſworn 
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(3) 
ſworn by theaffiſtance of God to his power to maintain and 
preſerve, i .. 


awsof this Land, (t) the Colation of Brihbopricks (1) See Star. 
and (g) Deanrees , the (h) fraitsand profirs of their Lands 25. H, 8. 
and Reven:es during their vacancies; the (i) firf fruits and 20,1,2E, 
yearly tenths our of all Ecclefiaſticall promotions; and ſun- 6. 2. 

dry other Privileges , Profits, and Emoluments, ariſing our {2 j See 5rar, 
of the Stare Ecc)eſiaſtical), are eſtabliſhed in the Crowne, and +9. Eliz $. 
arc aconfiderable part of the Revenues thereof; which, by (h)s:ar. 14. 
the extirpationof Prelacy, as it is inthe Article cxponnded, £.3.4 & 5. 
or by ſubſequent praRtice evidenced, will be'ſevered and ca: & 17.E,3. 
off trom che Crowne, to the great prejudice and daimage 1 4. 
thercof, Whereunto, as we ought not in common reaſon, (i) St4t.26., 
and inorder to our Allegiance as Subjeas, yeeld our con. H.8.3. & 
ſent, ſo having ſworn expreſly to maintain the Kings honour E114, 
and E£ate,and to our power to afliſt and defend 31! Iurif- 

ditions, &c. belonging to His Highneſſe, or united ind an- 

nexed to th? Imperiall Crown of the Realme, we c2nnor 

without manitelt Perjury (as we conceive; conſent' there. 

unto. | ; 


4: The Government of this Realme being confefſedly an Em (k) --» Sn- 


pire 0: (k) Atonarchy , and that of a moſt execllent temper premam pr 
and conſtitu ion: weunderſtand not how jt can become us :eſtatem & 
to dcfire or endeavcur the <xciryation of chat Government mernm im. 
in the Church, which we conceive to be incomparably of all perium a- 
other the moſt agreeable, and no way prejudicia!l ro the pd 192 has: 
ſtzte of ſo well a conſtituted Monarchy. In f much as bet Hex, 
King /ames would often ſay, what his long experience Cambd, _ 
had caught him, No Biſhop , uo King, Which Aphoriſme, Phereas by 
thongh we find in ſundry Pamphlets of late years to have /#rdry dts 
been exploded with much confidence and ſcorne ; yet we vers ol1 ar. 
muſt profefle to have mer with very little in*the proceeds thentique 
ingsot the late times, to weaken our bclicfe of it. And: we Hifteries 
aud Chroe 


nicles it ts manifeſtly declared and expreſſed, that this Realm of England 32an Em. 

ire, ard/o bath been acceptedinthe world, governed by one Supream Head and 
Kirg having the dignity and Royal eftate of the [mperiall Crown of the ſame. * 
Stat, >4.H.8.13, Scc allo I. Elizabeg. - - 
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05 We Guile thei lefdeblamed for our cunwillingneffe to 


have any aQuall concurrence in the extirpating-of Epiſcos 
pall Goverament : ſeeing of ſuch extirpation there is no 
other uſe imaginable, but cither the alienation of their Re- 
venuesand Inheritances, (which how it can be ſevered from 
Sacrilege and Injuſtice.we leave others to find our ) or to 
make way for the introducing of ſome other Forme of 
. Charch-Government: which whatſoever it ſhall be, wil 
(as we thinke) prove either deſtructive of , and.incorfiſtent 
with Monarchicall Government, or at leaſt-wiſe more pre- 
zudiciall ro the peaceable, orderly , and cffcQuall exerciſe 
thereof, thena well-regulated Epiſcopacy can poſſibly be. 


S. V. 
Of the other parts of the Covenant, 


Pons inſiſted the. more npon the two firſt Articles, that 


A.concern Religion and the Church, and wherein our ſelves 
have a more proper concernment: We hall need toinfift the 
lefſe upon thoſe thar follow, contenting ourſelves with a few( rhe f 
moſt obvious ) of thoſe many great, and(as. we conceive) julb cx» 


* ceptions, that lie there againſt. 


In the third Article , we are not ſatisfied that our endeavour q 
to preſerve and defend the Kings Mijeſties Perſon and Authority 
is {0 limiced, as therett is, by that addition, 7» rhe Preſerva- 
tion and defence of the 1rne Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdome, 
Foraſmuch as | 
3, Noſach limitation of our dutyin that behalfe is ro be found, 
either.in the-Oathes of Supremacy and Alleagiance , (which 
no Papilt-would refuſe to take with ſuch a limitation ) nor 
in the Proteſtation, nor in the Word of God. 
 3-Our endeavour to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of 4 
Parliaments, and Liberties of the/ Kingdomes, is requi- 
red to be ſworn of us in the fame Article without the like 


orany other limitation added thereunto. 
3. Such limication leaveth the duty of che SubjeR at ſo much 
looſeneſle, and the fafety of the King at fo great uncertain- 


5 
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(r5) 
ey; that whenſoever the' People half have © mind to with: 
draw their obedience, they cannve want a pretence from 
the ſamefor ſo doing, .. | TY 
4: After we ſhould, by the'verylaſt thing we did (viz, (wea- 
ring with-ſuch a limitation ) have made our ſelves gailty of 
an'aQuall and rea]l dimintition (as we conteiveJof His 
Majeſties juſt power and greatnefſe, the obreftation' would 
ſeem very unſcaſonable (at theleaft) withthe ſame' breath 
to call the world to bear witnefſe' with our Conſcierices, 
that we had no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh the 


ſame. Hy 
5. The ſwearing with ſuch a limitation is a Teftimbnyof the 


# 
} 


Subjeas Loyalty (to our ſeeming) of a very ſtrange nature; 


which, the Principles gf their ſeverall Religions falved, the 
Conſcience of a moſt reſolute Papiſt or SeRary may e- 
curely ſwallow, and the Conſcience of a good' Proteſtant 
cannot bur ſtrein at: Zh, 

In the fourth Article, 

r. We deſire it may be conſidered ; whether the injpoſire of 
the Covenant in this Article doe not lay a neceffity'upon rhe 
Sonne,of accuſing his own Father, and purſuing him to dee 
ſtruRion; in caſe he ſhould be an Incendiary, Matignartr, or 
other evill Inſtrument , ſuch as in the Article is deſcribed. 
A courſe which we conccive tobe contrary to Religion, 
Nature,and Humanity. 7 

2: Whether the ſwearing according to this Artiele, doth nor 
rather open a ready way to Children that are Tick” of the 
Father, Husbands that are weary of their Wives, &e. by ap- 
pealing ſuch, as ſtand between them and their defires, of 
Malignancy, the better to cffeQuate their unlawfull' inten» 


tions anddefignes . 


3:Our ſelves having 'folemnly proteſted'to 'maintaine*the 


Liberty of the Subje&t , andthe Houſe of -Commony having 


publiquely declared” againſt the exerciſe- of an” Arbitriry | 


Power; with Order-that their faid Declaration ſhould be 


- Prifitedand publiſhed ina} the Pariſh' Chirches'and- Chap- 
pells of the Kingdoine;'there roſtand"ant renizine as\a teſti» * 

+ giony. of the clearnefle* of their? intentions; © whether _ | 
om  *—-— oo _ > o- ” = f bjeRe * 
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fubjeRing of our felyes and brethren by Oath, unto: ſuch 


| puniſhments as ſhall be inflited uponus ( without Law or ; 
} Merit) at the ſole pleaſureof ſuch uncertain Iudges as ſhall 


| be upon any particular occafion deprred for that effeft, of 
| what mean qualicy or abilities ſoever they be, even to the 
'' taking away of our lives, if they ſhall think it convenient ſo to 
| doe, though the degree of our oftences ſhal] not require or 
I |.) deſerve the ſame ; be not the betraying of our Libercy in 
the loweſt, and che ſetting up of an Arbitrary Power in the 
bigheſt degree that can be imagined. 


Þ The ſubſtance of the fifth Article, being the ſerling and continu» 
” ance of a firme Pcace and Union between the three Kingdomes, 
fince it is our bounden duty todelire, and according to our ſeve- 
rall places and intereſts by all lawfull means to endeavour the 
fame; we ſhould make no ſcrupic atall toenter intoa Covenaart to 
that parpole, were it not ; 
I.That we doe not fee, nor therefore can acknowledge the 
happineſſe of ſuch a bleſſed Peace between the three King 
domes (tor we hope ireland is not forgotten) as in the Ar- 
ticle is mentioned: So long as /re/ard is at Warre within 
it ſclte, and {both the other Kingdomes cngaged in that 
Warre. | 
3. That finceno Peace can be firme and well grounded that is 
_ notbotrom?*d upon Iuſtice, the moſt proper and adequate | 
a&t whercof is, 7#s ſnnm cnig,, to let every one have that 
which of right bclongeth unto him; we cannot conceive 
how afirme and laſting Pcace, can be c{tabliſhed in theſe 
| Kingdomes, unlefle the reſpeRive Authority, Power, and Li. 

| berty of King, Parliament, and Subjeft, as well every one 
| as Other, be preſerved full and entire, according to the known 
| | Lawes andcontinued unqueſtionec cultnes of the ſeverall 
4 Kingdomes in former times, arid before the beginning of theſe 
| | ſad diſtraQions. 


Inthe ſixth Article we are altogether unſatisfied. 

; x. The whole Article being grounded upon a ſuppoſition, 5 

> which hath not yet been evidenced ro us, wiz. that t4 1 
: Canſe, meaning thereby (orelſe weunderſtand it not ) the 

| Joyningin this Coycnantof mutual. defence tor the proſecus 

: tion 


& 
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con of the late Warre, was the cauſe of Religion, Liberty, and 


Peace of the Kingdomes; and that it ſo much concerned the 
Glory of God, 4nd the good of the Kingdomes, and the Honour 
of the King. | 


:2. If all the Premiſſes were ſo cleare, that we'durſt yeeld our 


free afſent thercunto,, yer were they not ſufficient to ware 
rantto our conſciences what in this Article is required to 
be ſworn of us; tinlefle we were as clearly ſatisfied concern» 
ing the lawfulneſſe of the means to be uted for the ſupports 
ing of ſuch a Cauſe. For ſince evil may not be done, that 


good may come thereof; we cannot yet be perſwaded , that 
the Canſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace, may be ſupported; 


or the Glory of God, the Good of the Kingdomes,e5 the Honour 

of the Kiag ſought to be advanced, by ſuch means, as (to our 
beſt underſtandings) are both improper for thoſe ends, and 
deſtitute of all warrant from the Lawes, cither of God, or 
of this-Realm, | 


Laſtly, in the concluſion, our hearts tremble to think , that we 
ſhould be required to pray that other Chriſtian (hurches might be + 
encouraged by our example to joyne in the like Aſſociation and 
. Covenant, to free themſelves from the Antichriſtiau yoake ,&c. 
\Wherein | 

1. Toomit that we doe not know any Antichriſtian yoke under 


which we were held ia theſe Kingdomes, and from which 
weowero this either War or Covenant our freedome : un. 
lefſe by the Antichriſtian yoke be meanc-Epiſcopall Govern- 
meat, which we hoye no man thar pretendeth to Truth and 
Charity will affirme. p 


- 2.Wedoe not yet ſee inthe fruits of this Aﬀociation' or Co. 


venant among our ſelves, any thing fo lovely as to invite us 
to defire (mach lefſe to pray) chat other Chriſtian Churches 
ſhould follow our example hexein. 


3. To prayto the purpoſe in the concluſion of the Covenant 


expreſſed, ſeemeth tous all one in effe&, as to beſcech Al». 
mighty God, the God ot Love and Peace, 
3, Totake all Love and Peace outof the hearts of Chri- 
ſtians, and to ſet the whole Chriſtian world ina come 
buſtion, 
D 2. To 
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| 

| | 3. To render the Reformed Religion, and all Proteſtants 

'S -odious to all the World, : 

| 3- T'o provoke the Princes of Ewrope touſe more ſcyerity 

L | towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion : if not (for 
their own ſecurity) to root them quite out of their (eve. 


| rall Damjnions. 
j 4. The tyranny and yoake of Antichriſt, if laid upon the 
| necks of Subje&s by their lawfull Soveraignes, is to be 
5 thrown off by Chriſtian boldneſſe in confeſſing the Truth, 
and Patient ſuffering for it; not by taking up Armes, or 
Yiolcnt reſiſtance of the Higher Powers. 


the Covenant. 


OZ aforeſaid ſcruples are much trengthned by theſe enſuing 
Confiderations. | 
Firſt, that whereas noOath, which is contradiQory to it ſelfe 


T*  eanbetaken without Perjury, becauſe the one part of every con- 


| S, VI. 
| Some Conſiderations concerning the meaning of 
l/ tradiction mult needs be falſe: this Covenant cicher indeed con. 
| taineth,or ar leaſtwiſe ( which tothe point of conſcience is nor 
[! much |cfle effeQuall) ſeemeth tous tocontain ſundry Contradi. 
| Qions: asnamely amoneſt others,theſe: 
"t x. Topreſeive as it is, withoutchange, and yet to reforme 
| and alcer, and not topreſerve, one and the ſame reformed Re.. 
Lit ligion. 
| > Abſolmety and without exception 70 preſerve; and yet up- 
| [ on ſuppoſition to extirpare the ſelfe-ſame thing, viz. the pre- 
| fent Religion of the Church of Scotland. | 
| 3-Toreform Church-Government eltabliſhed.in E-glend, and 
bl Ireland, according to the Word of God; and yet to cxtirpate 
j || that Government which we are perſwaded to be accor- 
ding thercunto, for the introducing of another whereof we - 
0 are not ſo perſwaded. 
4. To endeavour realy the extirpationof Hereſres, Schiſmes, and 
| Prophaneneſſe,and yet withall to extirpate that Government 


| 1a the Church,the want of the due exerciſe whereof we con- 
| | ceive 
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teive to haye been one chiefe cauſe of the growth of the 
faidevils ; and doe belfeve the reſtoring and continuance 
thereof would be the moſt proper and cff:Ruall re. 
medy. 
5.70 <0 FRE with our eſtates and lives the Liberties of the 
 Kingdome;thatis, ( as inthe Protecltation 1scxplained ) of 
the Subje; and yer contrary to'theſe Liberties , to ſubmit 
rothe impoſition of this Covenant, and of the Negative 
Oath, not yet eitabliſhed by Law: and to put ourlives and c- 
ſtates under the arbitrary power of fuch as may take away 
both from us when they pleaſe, not only withour, 
buc even againſt Law, 5f they ſhall judge it convenient ſo to 
aoe. 
Seco::dly, we-find in the Covenant, ſundry expreſſions of dark 2, 
or doubtfull conſtruction : Whereunto we cannot ſweare in 
jJudgemenz, till their ſenſe. be clearcd and agreed upon-As, Who 
are the {ommon Enemzes? and which be the beſt Reformed Chur- 
ches? mentioned in the firit Article, Who (in the fourth Article) 
are to beaccounted Haigrants? How farre that phraſe of hive 
dring Reformation may be extended ? What is meant by the /a- 
preme Fudicatory of both Kingdomen and ſundry other, 
Thirdly, bythe ule that hath been made of this Covenznt, 3 
(ſometimes to purpoſes of dangerous conſequence) we are 
brought intoſome fears and jealcuſies, Ieft by raking the ſame 
we ſhould caſt our f-Ives into more ſnares then we are yer aware 
of. For in the firſt Article, 
1.Whereas we are to endeavour the Reformation of Religion 
in thu Kingdome, in Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go« 
vernment. according to the Word of God , and the example of 
the beſt + aretns, hurches: 
1. The Reformation in Worſhip ( whereby we could not 
ſappoſe any more was intended (according to their for- 
mer (a) Declaration) then a review of the Service-book, (2) The 
Lords and 
Commons doe declare, That they intend a due ana neceſſary Reformation of the 
Litnrgie of the Chureh; and to take away wothing therein but what ſhall be evil, 
and juſtly offenſive, or at leaſt unneceſſary and burthenſome. DCcClarats g. Apre 
1642, Exact Coll.pag-1 35. Es 
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that thetrar/iations might be in ſome places amended, . 


{ome aiterations made 1h the Offices ani Rubricks ; or at 


moſt ſome of the Ceremonies laid aſide for the reaſons - 


of expedicncy and condeſcenſion) hath projJuced an ut- 


fabſtiruting any other certain forme in the room there- 
of. 

2; The Reformation in point of Diſcipline and Government 

jatended { ſi, farre as by the overtures hitherto made we 

' are able ro judge) is ſuch,as we conceive not to be accord- 


[8 ing to the Word of God, nor (forany rhing we know) ac- 
| cording to the example of axy Church that cver was inthe 
world (beſt or worſt ) fince the Creation. 
2. Inthe ſecond Article, our griefc and fears had been leſle, 
| if wecould have obſerved the extirpation of Popery, Hereſy, 
| 
| 


Schiſme,and Prophaneneſſe, to have been as really intended, + 


and ſet on with as much ſpeed and animoſicy, as the extirpa. 


| - | when we ſee, und:r the notions of rooting our Prelacy and 
| | Superſtition, ſo much quickneſſe uſed to ferch in the Reve- 


3 nucsof the Church and the ſacred Utenfils(no otherwiſe guil- 
ty of Superſtition, for ought we know , then that they are 


worth ſomething ) and on the other fide, fo little yet done 
toward the extirpation of Hereſie, Schiſme, and Prophane« 


the bezining of the Introduction is expreſſed yz and that 
there is ſomething meant in this Article, that looketh ſo 
like Sacri/ege, that we are afraid to venture thereon, 
3: Inthe third Article 
1: Although we ſhould not otherwiſe have apprehended any 
matter of danger 'or moment in the ordering of the particu- 


Speech , and others have made advantage thereof to inferre 


and Auttoricy ought to be with ſubordination to the pre» 


ter abolition of the. whole forme cſtzbliſhed : without 


| * tionof Prelacy, and that which ſome call Swuperſtitien. But 


neſſe, (as things of lefle cemporall advantage. ) We cannot 
difſemble our ſuſpicion, that the deſigners of this Covenant ' 
might have ſomething elſe before their eyes beſides what in 


Jars, inthe Article mentioned : yer ſince M, Chaloner in his 
from that very order, that the defence of the Kings Perſon” 


{crrationof the Rights and Privileges of Parliaments , _ 
the - 


» 


4+ Buritſtriketh us with horror to think what uſe hath been 


(2 ') 
the Libertiesof the Kingdome,whichare (c) i» the firft place ( c ) From 
and before it to be endeavoured;We hope we ſhall be excuſ- whence it 5 


ed, if we dare not take the Covenant in this ſenſe, Eſpecially, moſt evidet, 


confideriog thar if the Argument be of any force,it will bind ;has the 

us at ical as(trongly, ro endeavour the maintenance of the Rights and 
Kings Perſon, Honour and Eſtate in the firſt place, and the Privileges 
reſt bur ſubordinarcly thereunto;becaule they are fo ordered of che Par- 
in the Proreftarion: And then, that Proteſlation having the [amen 
advantage of preceding, it will bind us more ſtrong]y , as 7;be:jes of 
being the firſt obligarion, the King- 


dom are in 


che firſt place tobe preſerved; Anſv.to Scottiſh Papers, 1 8. Nov.1646.page 21+ 


2, Whereas ſome have been the rather induced to rake the 


Covenant in this particular by being told, that that Iimirati. 

on, in the preſervation and defence of the true Religion' and 

Liberties of the Kingdomes was not to be underltovd: exclu- 

fively: yer when we find that the Houſe of Commons in 

their anſwer to the Scottiſh Papers, dce (d) often prefſe(d) we 26. 

that /5mreation, as without which the endeavouring to pres ſerve "504 

ſcrvethe Kings Majeſties Perfon and Authority ought pot wertion rhe 

robe mentioned; it cannot but dererre us from taking the defence of 

Covenant in this particular ſo under{iood. the King 
twice from 


the (ovenant,yet in both places leave out Inthe preſcrvationand. &c,p. 39. & 
46.4 main clauſe without which the other part onght never tobe mentioned. y.s 6, 


3, Eſpecially being told in a late Pamphler, thar the King not 


having preſerved the Libertics of the Kingdome,&c, as of 
duty he oughr, js thereby &zcomea Tyrant, and /o ceaſ. 
eth to be a King,and conſequently that his SubjeRs ceale to 
be Subjets,and owe him no longer ſubjefion. Which AC 
fertion fince we heartily detelt, as falſe and-ſcandalcus in 
the Suppoſirion, and in the Inference ſeditious and deviliſh; 
we dare not by ſubſcribing this Article' ſeem togive the 
leaſt countenance thereunto, 


,” 


mide of the fourth Article; concerning the puniſhment of 
| D'3- i Mas * 
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Malignants,&c. as by others othetwaies ; fo eſpecially by 
the Correttor of a ſpeech without doors, written inthe defence 
of M, Chbaloners Specch: Whois ſo boldas to tell the Par- 
liament, that they are bound by thejr Covenant ( for the 
bringing of evill inſtruments co condigne puniſhment) to 
deſtroy the King and his Poſterity ; and that they cannot 
juſtify the taking away of Srraffords ard Canterbaries lives 
for Deli:quency, whilſt they ſuffcr the chicte Delinquent to 
goc unpuniſhed. 


S. VII, 
Of the Salvo's, 


| ==> Salvo's that we have uſually mer withall,for the avoyd- 


ing of the aforeſaid ſcruples, cithcr concerning the whole 
Covenant, or ſome particulars therein of ſpecial] importancee 
We find upon cxamination-tobe no way fatisfaory to our con- 
ſciences. 

.The firſt is that we may rake the Covenant 5» our own ſenſe; 
but this / in a matrer of this nature, viz. an impoſed promiflory 
Oath, in the performance whereof others aiſfo are preſumed to 
be concerned ) firſt ſeemeth tobe 

x. Contrary to the nature and end of an Oath, which unlefle ic 

be fall of (implicity, eannot be fworne in truth and rightes 
ouſnefſe, nor ſerve to the ending ot controverſies and 
PERO was the ufe for which it was inſtituted, 
ev. 6, | 

2. Contrary tothe end of Speech: God having given us the uſe 
of Speech for this end, that ic mightbe the interpreter of the 
minde; it behoveth us as in all other our dealings and con- 
trads, {o eſpecially where there is the intervention of an 
Oath, foto ſpeake, as that they, whom ir concerneth, may 
clearlyunderſtand our meaning by our words. 

3-Contrary to the end of the Covenant it (elfe. Which being the 
confirmation of a firm onion among the Covenanters, that 
by taking thereof they might have mutuall afſurance of au- 
tuall aſſiſtance and defence:If one may be allowed to take it 


in one ſenſe,and another in a contrary; the Covenanters __ 
ave 
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have no more affurance of mutuall aſſiſtance each from o< 
ther after the taking of the Covenant, then they had before, 
4+ Contrary to the Solemne profeſſion made by each Cove- 
nanrer (in exprefle termes inthe concluſion thereof) 5 the 
preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all bearts,that he tak- 
ech ic with arrue intention to performs the ſame; as be ſhall an- 
{wer ut at the great day. ; | 
Scconily, T bis will tring a ſcandall upon our Religion, .%; 
1.That we practice that our ſelves, which we condemne in the 
Papiſt, viz. Swearing with Icſuiticall equivocations and 
mental] reſervations. 
2. That we take the glorious and dreadfull name of Godin 
vaine; and play faſt and looſe with Oathes: in as much as 
what we ſwear to day inone ſenſe , we may {wear the direct 
contrary to morrow inanother. And 
3. It will give ſirength to that charge which is laid co the - 
Presbyterian party, in ſpeciall, both (a} by 7e/aires and (b) (a) Heretics 
Seftaries; that thereis no faith to be given to Proteltents, nec Deo nec 
what ever they ſweare; becauſe they may ſwear one thing hominibees 
id their words, and in their own ſenſe mean another, ſervant fi. 
| dem--- Spes 
ciatim hoc addo,Calviniftas in hac re deteriores eſſe quam Lntheranos, Nam 
Caluimiſte nullam ſervant fidem : Inra,perjura-<- Lntherani moderatiores ſunt, 
Beean.5.Manaal. Controv.14-n.4.& 6. (b) invent Gathes ard Covenants for 
the Kingdom, difenſe with them wheu he pleaſeth, ſwear and forſwear as the 
Wind turneth, like a godly Pretbyter, Arraign.of Pcrſec. in Epilt.Ded, , 


The ſecond way is, to take the Covenant with theſe or the 2, 
like general Salvo's exprefied, wiz. So farre as lawfully ] may; 
So farre at it tu agreeable to the word of God, and the Lawes of the 
Landa; Saving all Oathes by me formerly taken, &c, But 
1. We believe this mocking of God would be fo farre from 
freeingus from the guilt of Perjury, that thereby we ſhould « 
rather contra a new guilt of moſt vile and abominable Hy. 
pocrifie_ | 
2, It ſecmeth all one unto us [the thing being otherwiſe ſup- 
poſed uglawtn)l) as if we ſhould ſwear to kill, fteal, commit 


adultery, or forſwear our ſelves,ſo farre as lawfully we _ | 
3: 
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| 3. Ifthis would ſatisfic the Coſcience,we might witha good 
| : Conſcience not only take the preſent: Covenant , bur even 
8 ſubſcribe to the Comneet of Trent alſoy yea, and tothe Turk- 
| | iſb Alcoran; and ſwear to maintain and defend either of 
them, viz, /o farre as lawfally we may, or as they are agreeable 
| ro the Ford of God, | 
Js Thitdly, for the /zcond Article in particular, in the branch con- 
| ecrning the extirpation of Church-Government , we are told 
| that it is to be underſtood of the whole Government, taken col- 
letively and in /en/# compoſito: ſo asif we doc endeavour but the 
taking away of Apparitors only, or ofany other one kind of infe= / 
ris:r Officers belonging to the Ecclefiaſticall Hierarchy , we | 
ſhall have ſufficiently diſcharged our whole promite in that par- 
, ticular without any prejudice done to Epiſcopacy, Bt 
| | 1. Neither the compoſers of the Covenant by their words, 
'S nor the impoſers of it by their Acticns , havegivenus the 
leaſt ſignificationthat they 12eant uo more. 
2, Yea rather, if we may judge cither by the cauſe or the | 
effets, we may well think there was a meaning to extir- 
E | pate the whole government, and every part thereof in the 
| | | Article expreſſed, For s 
| ' 3 The Covenant being (as we have no-cauſe ro doubt) fra. 
med a: the inſtance of the Scots, and for the eaſier pro- 


curing of their aſſiſtance in the late War, was therefore in ) 

| all reaſon fo to be framed and underſtood as to give them 

(c) By the {atisfation;8& (conſidering what themſelves bave (c) dee 

| Covenant, | clared againſt Epi/copacy ) we have ltttle reaſon to believe 

| bothHouſes the taking away Apparitors, or any thing, lefle then zhe 
| of Parlia- \ rooting out of Epiſcopacy it ſelfe , wouid have fatisfied 
| arent ef ma, them. TY . 


| | #7 thouſands of other He Majefties Snbjet of England and Ireland ftand bound 
& well,as we to hinder the ſetting upof the Church- Government by Biſhops in the 
Kingdome of Scotland: And that we as well as they ſtand bound to endeavour the 
ext5rpation thereof in England and Ireland. Scots Declar, ro the States of the 
Vnited Provinces, 5. Aug: 1645. recited in Anſwer to-the Scots Papers |; 
3 TED | b 
| + he 2. The proceedings alſo finee the entring of this Cevenant F 
in endeayouring & Ordinance of Parliament to take _ 
tc 
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theName, Power, ard Revenuesof Biſhops doe ſadly give 
| us to underſtand, what was their meaning therein, 

--: Fourthly , as tothe ſcruples that ariſe from the Soveraignry of 

the King , and the duty of Allegiance as Subjects; we find two [ee 

verall wayes of anſwering,burt little ſatisfaRion in either. 

1, The former, byfaying (which ſeemerh to us a piece of un- 
reaſonzbleand ſtrange Divinity ) that Frote#ion and Subje. 
ftion ſtanding in relation either to other, the King being now 
diſabled to give usprotection , weare thereby freed from 
our bond of ſubjeRion. 'W hereas 

2, The Subjects obligation ( Jus ſabjeftions ) doth not 
| ſpring from,nor relate unto the aQuall exerciſe of King. 

Eg ly proteRtion ; bur from and untothe Princes obliga. 

' tion to protect ( Tus Prote ions, ) Which obligation ly= 

inz2 upon him as a duty which he is bound in conſcience 

to performe, when it is:in his power ſo to doe; the re 
lative obligation thereunto ]lyeth upon us as a duty 
which weare bound in conſcience to performe, when 
itis in our power ſo todoe. His inability echerefore to 
performe his duty doth not diſcharge us from the ne- 
| ceſlity of performing ours , ſo long as weare able to 


doe it. 
2. If the King ſhould not prote&t us, but negled his part, 
1 though having powerand ability ro perform it, his vo- 
| lantary neglect ought nor to free ps fromthe faithfull 
KR - performanceof what is-to be done on our parts. How 
| much lefle then ought we to think our ſelves dif-obe 
; liged from our ſubjeAion,when the Non-protettion on 
F. his parts not from the want of wall, but of power? 
# 2. Thelater ( wherein yet ſome have triumphed ) by laying 
3 that the Parliament: bcing. the ſupreme 7adicatory of the 


4 Kingdome, the King, whereſoever in perſon, iscver preſent 
2 there 5» ha power , asinall other Courts of luſtice : aad chat 
: ther#ore whatſoever is done by them, is not-done without 

the King, but by him. But craving perdos firſt, it in things 

withont our proper ſphere we hap:t>-ſpealcupproperly or 

amiſſe;, We muſt nexterave /cave to beſti]] of. the ſame mind 

we were,till it ſhall bc Mr”; evident to our RE" 

5 enac 
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that the King is there #» <4 power, as it is evident to onr fenſ> - 
es that he js not theres hi Perſon: Which ( fo faire as our 
naturallreaſon and ſmall experience will ſerve us to judge) 
all that hathbeen ſaid ro that purpoſe can never doc. 
For, firſt co the point of preſence : 
1. We have been brought up in a beliefe that for: the making ' 
(a) Theold of Laws the atuall (d) Royal! aſſent was ſimply neceſlary, 


formes of and not only a virtuall aflent ſuppoſed to be included in 
Acts of Par- the Votes ofthe two Houſes: otherwiſe what uſe can there 
liam were, be of his Negative voice? ' or what need to (e} deſire bu 
The King Royall afſent co that which may be done as well withour it? 
willeth,pro- 


videth, ordaineth,eftabliſheth granteth,e+c, by the aſſent of Parliament, e5-c See 
Statutes till 1.H,4. After thar, The Kiug,of the aſſent of the Lords Spirituall &> 
Temporall, ard at the Speciall inſtance and requeſt of the Commozs of this Realm, 
hath ordained, ec.Sce Scatutes 1.H,g, till x.H,7. Aforine of ſuch Petition 
of the Commons, ſee 1 R.3.6.,Prayen the Commons in thus preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, that where, che, Pleaſe it therefore your Highneſſe, by the advice ana 
aſſent of the Loras Spiritual &+ Temporalimm this your preſent P arliament aſſem. + 
$1:d, and 63 the antbority of the ſame, to ordaine, &c. 

No Bill is an Aft of Parliament, Ordinance. or Edift of Law, although both © 
the Hoſes agree unauimonſly tu it, till it hath the Royall Aſsent, Ancient 
Cuſtomes, pag. 54. 

Aſsemblee de cenx troys Eſtats eft appellee un A de Parliament : car ſans 
routs troys neſt aſcun Aft de Parl, Finch Nemotech. fol.21. 

We admit that no Alts of Parliament are complete, or formally binding with= 
#112 the Kings aſsent, H.P. Anſwer to David I[enkins , pay. 6, | 
(e) -- Which sf your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to adorne with your Majefties Royall 
aſrent,( without which it can neither be complete and perfeFt,nor-e. )Star.x lac.l. 


(f)Srat,33- 2.The(f) Statute, providing that the” Kings aſrent to any Bill 
Fi,8.21. ſtegnified under his. great Seal (hall be to all intents of Law as 
valid & effeAual,as if he were perſonally prefent,doth clearly 

impore that as tothe effe&t of making a Law, the Kangs Pow- 

cr is not otherwiſe really preſent with the rwo Houſes, then 

it appeareth cither inhis Perſon or under his Seal: Any other 

>eal preſence is ronsa riddle, not mach unlike to that of 7 ran - 
ſubſtantiation: an imaginary things. rather deviſeg to ſerve 

turnes, - 


haz)! 
Aurnes , then believed by thoſe that are content to make ne 
of it. © | 4 
; -3- Such preſence of the King there, when it ſhall be made ap- 
| | . © peare touseither from zhe Fritz, whereby the Members of 
: both Houſes are called together ,. or by the fanding. Lawes of 
j the Land , orby the acknowledged judgement and continu- 
8: ed prattice of former and later ages , or by any expreſſe 
from the King himſelfe , clearely declaring his mind to that 
 parpoſe , we ſhall then as becomethus , acknowledge the 
ſame,and willingly ſubmit thereunto. 
And as for the Argumentdrawne from the Analogse of other 
2 : Courts, wherein the Kings Power is alwayes ſuppoſed to be vir- 
# tually preſent , under ſubmiſſion we conceive ic is of noconſe- 
» Fi  QUINCE, 
/ I. The Arguments 4 winore and 4 majore are ſubjeR toma- 
| ny fallencies; and unleſſe therebe a parity of reaſon in every 
| * requiſite reſpct berween the things compared, will nothold 
go0J : A-Petty Conſtable ( they fay ) may doe ſomething 
which a ſultice of Peace cannot doe 3: And the Steward 
. ofa p=t:ty Mannour hath power toadminiſter an Oath, which 
' . (as w-are told ) che Houſe of Commons it ſelfe hath nopo« 
| wer todoe. 
2. That:he high Court of Parliament. is the ſupreame Judicatos 
ry, wehavebeen told it is by virtue of the Kings rightof pre- Fw 
1 fiding therehe being [g ) the Supreame Indge, and the Meme (.g) Dowte 
"7 WD bers of both Houſes his Councell: which being ſo, the reaſon #ws Rex has 
| of difference is piain< between that and other Indicatorics in # or dina- 
ſundry reſpeRs, riam 7 mriſ- 
: | azFHonem, 
dignitatem &- poteſtatem ſuper omnes qui in reguo ſus ſunt, — Ea que Iuriſds- 
 Ationte ſunt & pacts — ad nullum pertinent nifþ ad corenam & dsgnitatem Reg» 
41,,06 4 cor0n4 ſeparari poſiunt, Bratton cited by Stamford, lib.2.cip-2, 
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xz. The In%ges in other Courts are deputcd by him , and doe 
all in his name , and by his authort'y ; and therefore the pre. 
ſence of his power -in thoſe-Comurts of miniſterial Juriſdifti- 
ex is ſufficient , his perſonall preſence not necefizry, neither 
hath he any perſonall vote therein at all. But in the hich 
E 3 Courc 
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{ourt of Parliament, where the King himſelfe is the Supream 
ludge,. judging in his owne nameand by his owne anthority, 
his Power cannot be preſumed to be really preſent withour 
cither the aFaall preſence of his perſon , or ſome virtnall re- 
preſentation thereof ſignified under his greatSeale. 


2.' The Indges in inferionr Courts , becauſe they are to a&t 


all inhis name ; and by his Authority, doe therefore rake 
Oathes of fidclity for the right exercifingof Indicature in 
their ſevera]l places ; ſitting there,not by any proper intereſt. 
of their owne, but only in theright of the King, whoſe Indges 
they are , and therefore they are called the Kings Indges 
and hi Miniſters. But in the high Court of Parliamen: , the 
Lords and Commons fit there in Councel with the King as 
Supreme Iuldge for the good of the whole Realme , and. 
therefore they are not callejl the Kings Indges, but the Kings 
{omnſel!: andthey have their ſeverall proper rights andin- 
rerelts peculiar anddiſtin& both between themſelues, & from 
that of the Kings ; by reafon whereof they become diftsn# 

Orders,or, agof ( h ) late rimes they have beenſtiled ( in this 
ſenſe as we conceiue) (i) three diſtin Eſtates, Exch of which 
being ſuppoſed to be the beſt Conſervators of their owne - 
proper intereſt ; if ghe power of any one Eſtate ſhould be. 
preſumed to be virtmally preſent in the other ewo, that 
Eſtate mult needs be inevitably liable to ſuffer in the pro- 
per Intercſts thereof, which might quickly prove deſtru- 
Give tothe whole Kingdome: The fafety and proſperity of 
the whole conſiſting in the conſervation of the juſt rights and 
proper intereſtsof the maine parts,viz, The King, Lords,and 
Commons,inviolate and entire, 


= 


fefts,( viz. the Lords Spirituall and Temporal], and the Commons) repreſent- 

ing your Three Eftates of your Realme of England, 1 Eliz.z.—the State of the 

Clergie being one of the greateſt States of the Realme. 8, Eliz. 1. 
(1) See Finch ſupra ad lit[d}, 


3. TheTadges of other Courts , for as much as their power is - 
but miniſteriall and meerely [ndiciall , are bounded by the 
preſent Lawes, -andlimited alſo by their owne Aﬀts : ws 

they 


(29) 
they may neither ſwerve from the Laws, in giving judgement, 
nor reverſe their owne Iudgements after they are given, 
Butthe High Court of Parliament, having (by reaſon of the 
Kings Supreme Power preſiding therein)a Power Legiſlative 
as well as 7ndicial, are not ſolimited by any earthly : Power, 
but that they way change and over-ruie the Laws, and their 
own As at their pleaſure, The Kings Perſonal! aſſent there. 
fore is not needfull in thoſe other Courts , which are bound. ns 
ed by thoſe Lawes whereunto the King 44th already given 
hu Perſonal aſſent : but unto any AR of ,Power. befde, be. 
yorud, above, or againſt the Lawes already eltabliſhed , we 
have been inform:d, and it ſeems to us very agreeable to 
reaſon, that the Kings Perſonall Afent ſhould be abſolutely 
neceffary: Forafmuch as every ſuch AR is the exerciſe of a 
Legiſlative rather then of a 7#diciall Power; and no Act of 
Legiſlative powerin any Community (by conſent of all Na- 
ticnz). can be valid, unlefle it be confirmed by ſuch perſon 
or perſons as the Soveraignty of that Community reſideth 
in. Which Soveraignty, with us, ſo undoubtedly refideth in 
the perſon of che King, that his ordinary ſtyle runneth, -- O#r (k ) The 
(k) Soveraign Lord the King: And he is inthe Oath of Supre- 'Crown of 
macyexpreſicly acknowledged to be ithe only 4 upream Gover. England 
nour within his Realmes, And we leave it tothe wiſdome of bath been [> '. 
others to conſider, what miſery and miſchiefe might come ro free at all 
the Kingdome, it the power of any of theſe three' Eſtates times ,, that 
ſhould be ſwallowed up by any one or both the other , and if-ie-hath-been 
then under; thenameof a Judicial there ſhould be yer- really-in#s carthe 
exerciſed « Legiſlative power, ly ſubjetlie 
EL 0n , but ing 
mediatly to God tm all things touching the Regality of the ſaid Crowne,--16:R.2, 
5. Omnis ſub eo ft, & ipſe ſub nullo,niſt tantium ſab Deo Parem autem non has * 
bet Rex in Regno ſuo, quia--- [tem nec multe fortins ſuperiorem ant potentiorens ' 
habere debet, quia ſic eſſet inferior ſuis ſubjeftis, Braton. centen. 1.Rubr.26. 
—— (ui gun eamemiy legibmipfis legum vim imponendi poteſtatem Des dedis.” 


Finch Nomotech. in Epilt, Dedir. to K. James. 


4+. Since all 7xdiciall Power js radically and originail iny the 
E 3- King, -, 
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( 39') 
King, ( whois for that cauſe ſtyled by the Lawes (1) 7he 
Foxntain of Juſtice) and not in any other Perſon or Per- 
ſons, but by derivation from him: it ſeemeth to us evident, 
that neither. the Iudges of- snferior Conres of minifteriall 
2uſtice,nor the Lords and Commons aflembled in che High 
{ourt of Parliament, may of right ex<rcile any other power 
over the SubjeRs of this Realme, then ſuch as by their reſpe- 
Rive Patents and Writs ifſued from the King, or by the 
known eftab/iſbed Laws of the Land formerly afſented un- 
to by the Kings of this Realme doth appeare tohave been 
from him derived unto them. Which Lewes, Patents and 
Fpritsbeing the exaRt boundary of their ſeveral] Powers, 
it hath nor yet been made appeareto our anderſtandings, 
either from the Lawes of the Realme, or from the tenour of 
thoſe Writs by which the Parliament is called, thatthe ewo 
Houſes of Parliament have any .-power without the King to 
order, command, or tranſat;but with him (m; to great con» 
fult and adviſe conzerning the greatafaires of the Kizgdome. 
In which reſpe& they have ſundry times in their Declarati- 
ons to Hjz Majeſty called themſelves by thename of Hts 


Great Connicel, And thoſe Lawes and Writs are (as wee 


conceive) the proper Topick, from which the juſt power of 
the Honourable Houſes can be convincingly deduced: and 
not ſuch fraile ColleRions as the wits of men may raiſe from 


ſeeming Analogtes and proportions, 


nel: they are derived to the Subje Maſter Saint Tohn's Speech concerning the 
Earle of Straflord, page 12. 

(m) — Et ibrdem vobiſcur colloquium habere, traltare «-- ſmper aitts nege- 
1 tratbatur — veſtrumg, confilium impenſur— Writ to the Lords, 


s VIII 


(3r) 
4 S. VIII. 
Of the Negative Oath, 


V VE are not fatisfied, how we can ſubmit to the taking of 
E the Negative Oath, 
1. Without forfeicure of that liberty, which we have ſworne' 
and are bound to preſerve. With which liberty we con-. 
ceive it to be inconſiſtent, that any obligation ſhculd be laid 
upon the Subjet,by an Oath nor eſtabliſhed by AR of Par, 
lament, | ; 
2; Wirhout abjuring our (a) natwral Allegiance , and violating 
the Oathes of Supremacy" and Allegiance by us formerly tas (a) Every 
ker, By all which being bound to our power ro aſſiſt the Subjeft by 
King, weareby this Negative Oath required to ſweare from the dnty of 
our hearr, mot to aſſiſt hime. ns Alleges 
| ance #boun.. 
den to ſerve and aſſift his Prince and Soveraigne Lord at all ſeaſons when nee 
fall requwe, 11.H.7.18, 
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3. Without diminution of Hi Majeſties juft Power and great- 
»eſſe, contrary tothe third Article of the Covenant, by ac- 
knowledging a Power inthe two Houſes of Parliament, in 
oppoſition to the Kings Power. Whereas we profeſie cur. 
ſelves unable to underſtand, how there can be ary lawfull 

A power exerciſed within this Realme, which isnot ſubordi- 
| natc tothe power of the Kings 


Ne eat gs 


(32) A 

$6, 1K, 7H 
.Of the Ordinances concerning the | 

Diſc ipline and Diretory. 


Te Irſt, concerning chem all together; we are not ſatisfied how 


we can ſubmit to ſuch Ordinances of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament not having the Royall Aſſext, ; & 

1, Agare contrary to the cſtabliſhed Laws of this Realm | 
contained in ſuch Adts of Parliament as were made by the 
Joynt conſear of the King, Lords, and Commons. | 

2, Nor ſoonely , but alſo pretend by repeal to abrogate ſach = 
Act or Aqs. For, ſince Ejuſdem eſt poteffarrs deſtrnere 
eujns oft conftituere , it will nor ſink with us, that a leſſer 
powercan have a juſt right to cancell and annull the AR of a 
greater, 


Stat El.x; | 3. Eſpeciallythe whole power of ordering all matters Eccle- 


fiaſticall being by the Lawes in exprefle words for ever 
annexed to the Imperiall Crown of this Realm. And upon 
what head that Crown ought to ſtand, none can be jgno- 
. _ rant. 
s As - "94 particalar Ordinances: thoſe that concern the Ds/ci- | 
line, firlt. 

. x It undcr that title be comprehended the Government alfo: | 
we cannot ſubmit thereunto, without conſenting to the 
eradication of a Government of reverend Antiquity in the 
Church, Which ( notwitbſtanding the ſeverall changes of 
Religion within this Realm) hath yer from time to time 
been continued and confirmed by the Publique Laws and 
Great Charters of the Kingdome: then which there cannot 
be a more ample teſtimony that it was ever held agreeable 
to the Civill Governm?nt and the SubjeRs liberty, Which 
alſo the ſucceſſive Kings of this Realme ar their ſeverall 
Coronations have ſolemnly ſworn to preſerve. And the con- 
tinuance whereof for ſundry reaſons before{upon the ſecond 
Article of the Covenant) ſpecified, we heartily wiſh and | 
deſire, f 

2, Batifthe word Dſcopjine be taken (as it is inthe firſt — 
. UuCcie 


1 ; 
| G | | 


(33) 

 Hele of the Covenant) as contradiſiinoniſied unto the Covers: 
ment: there 1s ſoieriing evenin that alſo, wherein we are 
not tully ſatisfied, viz. the leaving of ſo much power in ſo 
many perſons, aid boſe, (many of them) of mean quality, 
for the keeping back ot thouſands of well-meaning Chriſtie 
ans from the benefit and comfort of the blefled Sacrament, 
ſ An Auſtgrity, for which there appeareth not to us any Pros 
| 


bable warrant fromthe W ord of God: Bur which ſeemerh 
. rather repugnant, as to the general] principles of Chriſtian 

prudence andcharity, ſo tothe dir: tons 2nd price of S, 
| Paul in particular; whoin a Church abounding with ſun. , £4 cx, 
| dry errors and corruprion- both in fajth and manners, (ha- Ip "EI 
- ving firſt given order for the excom::-unicating of one dnely © 


perſon that by ſhamelefle continuance in a notorious fine 
hath brought a foule ſcandal! ufgon the Gopell ) ſufficing 
bimicife then wich a generall propoſal] of the greac canger 
of unworthy communicating, remitteth every other particular | 
perſonto a /eife examination; withour any order either to "Oar. 26 
Afiniſters or LayElders to exclude any trom the holy Com- 3 mY p 
munion upon the:r Examination, Oy} 
As to the Ordinance concerning the DireFory in particular: 
we cannot without regret of Conſcience, ( during our preſent J+ 
judgement, and the continuance of the preſent Laws) conſent to 
the taking away of the Book of Common Prayer, 
T1, Which, by our ſubſcriptions moft of us have approveds 
witha ſol?mne promiſe therewithal], in the publique Ser 
vice touſethe forme:p' efcribed therein, and no other. 
2, Which, according to our faid Subſcription and Promiſe, 
and our bounden duty according to the Stature in that caſe I» Eli» 
provided, we have hitherto nſec in our Churches, Chappecls, 
and other Ocatories,to the great bencfit and comtort of our 
ſoules. _ 
3, Which we verily believe not to contain any thing which 
(with ſuch favourable conſtruction as of right ought to be 
allowed toall mannerof Writings ) is not juft'y defenfible; 
| Which hath not been by learned and godly men ſufficien:ly 
a, mainrcained againſt ſuch exceptions as have been heretofore 
| taken thereat;zand which we are not confident{by the Afſi- 
; F bs ltance 
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(34) 


ſtance of Almighty God) we ſhall beable to juſtifie (a8 oc- 


calion ſhall be cffered) againſt all Papiits, and other oppug- 


ners or depravers rhereof whatſocver. 


4 Whichis cſtabliſhed by an 4# of Parliament, made (in - 


peaceable times) by as good 3nd full authorit» a+. any un- 
der heaven can have overus. Whichdorh fo weigh with us, 
that as it treech us from che neceſlicy of giving in any pa: ti- 
cular exceptions againit the Direfory or anv thing therein 
contained: ſoit layeth an incvitabic neccſfity upon us of 
continuing the forme of Prayer therein enjoyned, and of nor 
adimicting any Directory or other torme co the prejudice 
thereof, till the faid AR ſhajl by chg like good and full an, 
thority be repealed. 

In which Statute th-re is not only an expreſſe Command civen 
co all M:miſters fo: te ufing of the faine bur there are allo 
fanFiens of ſevere puniſhments tO be infli ted upon ſuch of chem 
as (hali refuſe fwto dec, of ſhall Preach, declare or frezk any 
thing to the derogation or Cepraving of che Buik of Common 
Prayer, or of any tt jog therein contagned. or of any part thereof: 
with puniſhments alſo to be if; ted nvon cvery other perſon 
whatſoever (the Lords of the Parliament not excepred) that ſhall 
inlike manner declare or (peake apainlt the ſaid Book or ſhall 


by deed or threatning compell or orherwiſe procure or maintain. 


any Miniſter toſay open Praver, or to miniſter any Sacrament in 
any other manner or forme then is mentioned in the ſaid Booke, 
or ſhall interrupt or hinder any Minter tn the uſe of the faid 
formes, as by the wordsof the ſaid Statute more at large may 
appeare, ; 
MR Which Statute alſo hath had ſach an univerſall powerfull influ- 
_. 3* ence into the ſucceeding rimes, that inall ſuch * Statutes as have 
Ee. I; © een fince made againſt Popiſh Recufanrs, the refuſing tobe pre- 
39, Eli, fent at Common Prayer, or t9 receive the Sacrament according to 
6. 35. 'the former and rites mentioned in that Book , is expreſled as the 
Eli 1. & oft proper legall character, whereby rodiſtinguiſha Pop;/5 Re-> 
2;0 3} a_* euſant from a true Proteftant.In ſo much that uſe hath been made 
4-©5« ofrhatvery Character in ſundry Ats,fince the begining of this 
9 0s Pariiament for the taxing of double payments upon Re- 
culants.. 


Thus. 


(35) 
""_ have we clearly and freely Fepreſetited "ohr firefeilt 

judgement concerning the ſaid Covenant, Negative Ozth, 
and Or:4nances; which upon better information in any parti» 
cular, we ſhall be ready to rectify. Onely we deſire it may be 
conſidered , that if any one ſingle fcruple or reaſon in any the 
preiwiſſes remain unſarisfieo, ( chough we ſhculd receive tull fa. 
tisfaction in all the reſt) the Confcience would alſo remain Rill 
unfati-fied. Ard in that caſe, it can ncither be reaſonable for 
then; that cannot fatisfy us ro prefle us, nor Jawfull for us that 
can ot be ſatisfied to ſubmit to the ſaid Covenant, Oath and Ore 
Aina;icese 


QUuINTITL. 


Dn: Jamnaverit ewm,qns duabu potentiſſimu rebus defenditar, 
{ure & Mente? 


RoM. 14, 22. 


Happy is he that condemneth not himſclfe in that which be 
all. werh. | 


——————_—— 


V Hereas in the Reaſons aforeſaid the Oath of Supremacy, 
' and the Proteftation are ſundry times mentioned 2 the te» 

nor of the ſaid Oath and Proteſtation are here ſet downcas fol. 

loweth. ga 


The Oath of Supremacy 5. EL1z. 1. 


I A. B. doe witerly teſtific aud declare in my Conſcience , that the 


Queens Highneſse ts the only Supream Governonr of thu Realm, 
and of all other Her Highneſs Dominions and Countries, aſwell in 
all Spirituall or Eccle-faafticall things or cauſes, as Temporall, and 
that no forraine Prince, Perſon, Prelate,State or Potentate,hath oy 
ought to have any Juriſdiftion, Power, Superiority Preheminence,ov 
Authority, Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual,within this Realm. And theres 

fore I doe witerly renounce and forſake all Forraine Inriſdiftions, 
Powers, Snperiorities, and Amthorities, and doe promiſe that from 
| A pit gy at ms beneeforth. 
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{rowne of thu Realme , Sohe 
this Booke. / 


- 
The Proteſtation Maii 5. 164r. 


A. B. doe in the preſence of Almighty God , Promiſe, Vow, and 
Proteſt, to maintain and defend. as farre as lawfully I may, with 
my life, power. and eftate, the true Reformed vutcſtant Religion, 
expreſced inthe Doftrine of the Church of England, againſt all Þ o- 


| pery and Popiſh Innovations within this Realm» , contrary to the 


ſame Doftrine, and according to the duty of my Alltegs ence, Hu Mae 
jeſties Royall Perſon, Honour and Eſtate ; as alſo the Power and 
Priviledges of Parliament; T he lawfull Rights and Liberties of the 
Subjeft, and every per/on that mak:th this Proteſtation in whatſo- 
ever he ſhall doe in the lawfull parſuance of the ſame. And te my 
power, and as farve as lawfully I may, I will oppoſe, and by all good 
waies and means indeavour to bring to condigne puniſhment, all ſuch 
# ſhall either by Force, Prattice, Counſels, Plots, Conſpiracies,ov 
otherwiſe, dre any thing to the contrary of any thing in thu preſent 
Proteſtation contained, And further, that 1 ſhall in ab juſt and Ho«= 
nonrable waies indeavonr to preſerve the Union and Peace between 
the three Kingdomes of England, Scotland, and Ireland; And nei- 
ther for hope, feare, nor other refþeft, ſhaltrelinguiſh this Promiſe, 
Pow, and Proteſtation, © = 


THE END, 


